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VINCI Energies and UNICEF France 

sign a partnership agreement for 
education   

 
VINCI Energies and UNICEF France sign a four-year partnership 
agreement to support projects in Benin, Brazil and East Timor that 
will provide children with quality education through access to the 
digital world. 
 

• Two in three school-age children have no access to digital tools enabling quality online learning 
and education*.   

• VINCI Energies is financing three projects, designed and rolled out by UNICEF, to provide 56 
schools in Benin, Brazil and East Timor with Internet access and computers and to prepare 
educational content tailored for children.   

• 20,000 children will have better access to education and be able to build their own digital skills, 
which are essential for their future professional life.   
 
 
 

VINCI Energies’ purpose in everything it does is all-round performance, encompassing the social, 
societal and environmental dimensions beyond technical, economic and financial concerns. 
Learning and training are powerful development levers for VINCI Energies employees. For this 
reason, and because education for all reduces inequalities and fosters local development, it 
makes sense for VINCI Energies to support UNICEF through a partnership that reaches the most 
vulnerable children.   
  
UNICEF intends to tackle the learning crisis by providing children and youths with equal access to quality 
online education. An Internet connection opens the door to an environment that fosters learning: in 



addition to the necessary skills taught as school (reading, writing and numeracy), it enables children and 
youths to access more knowledge and learn at their own pace.   
  
VINCI Energies is supporting UNICEF by financing projects in Benin, Brazil and East Timor that 
will enable 20,000 learners aged 6 to 18 to connect to the Internet and access online knowledge. 
These three projects are aimed at providing hybrid teaching, bringing together digital technologies and 
more conventional teaching methods.   
  
UNICEF will thus connect 56 schools to the Internet in these three countries, equip them with 
computers and work with an estimated more than 400 teachers to set up school programmes combining 
conventional and online education.   
  
This overlaps with one of UNICEF’s missions: to ensure each child’s right to education. The public 
schools that UNICEF has selected for these three projects are in vulnerable areas where school 
enrolment rates are below the national average and where Internet connection rates are low.   
 
Arnaud Grison, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of VINCI Energies, said, “We are committed 
to getting involved for the long run and to supporting our teams working in the general interest. Beyond 
the many initiatives our people are taking locally, we would like to make a statement about the importance 
of solidarity in the life of our business units. We have no doubt in our minds that the ultimate purpose of 
everything we do is all-round performance, including social and societal performance. We are excited 
about signing this agreement with UNICEF and funding these three projects, which will have a tangible, 
real and immediate impact on teachers and learners.”   
  
“We are grateful for VINCI Energies’ support for UNICEF. This new partnership will give children the 
opportunity to learn in all circumstances and open up new possibilities for their future thanks to quality 
digital education. We thank VINCI Energies and its employees for their trust,” said Ann Avril, Director 
of UNICEF France.  
 
 

 
About UNICEF   
UNICEF promotes the rights and well-being of every child, in everything we do. Together with our partners, we work 
in 190 countries and territories to translate that commitment into practical action, focusing special effort on reaching 
the most vulnerable and excluded children, to the benefit of all children, everywhere.  
For more information: www.unicef.fr   
 
* UNICEF does not endorse any company, brand, product or service.  
  

Contacts: 
Carine Spinosi – +33 1 44 39 17 49 – cspinosi@unicef.fr 
Estelle Flabat – +33 6 50 34 64 77 – eflabat@unicef.fr 
Emma Zirotti – +33 1 44 39 17 49 – ezirotti@unicef.fr 

 
  
About VINCI Energies  
In a world undergoing constant change, VINCI Energies contributes to the environmental transition by helping bring 
about major shifts in the digital landscape and the energy sector. Keeping pace with market change, VINCI Energies 
integrates customised multi-technical solutions to help its customers roll out technologies that serve a useful purpose 
and care for the planet, from design to implementation, operation and maintenance. With their strong regional roots 
and agile and innovative structure, VINCI Energies’ 1,800 business units have positioned themselves at the heart of 
the energy choices their customers make, boosting the reliability, efficiency and sustainability of their infrastructure 
and processes.   
   
2021 : €15.1 billion // 85,700 employees // 1,800 Business Units // 57 countries    

www.vinci-energies.com   
 
Contact : 

Sabrina Thibault – +33 1 57 98 67 08– sabrina.thibault@vinci-energies.com  
 

 

 
*Source: https://www.unicef.org/eap/press-releases/two-thirds-worlds-school-age-children-have-no-internet-access-home-new-unicef-
itu#:~:text=NEW%20YORK%2FGENEVA%2C%201%20December,International%20Telecommunication%20Union%20(ITU). 
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